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11 April 2012
PROGRAMME  ANNOUNCEMENTS  :  APRIL 2012
Monthly Meeting:-

Date & Time:-
Wednesday, 18 April 2012.  7.00 p.m. for 7.30.  
Venue:
Musketeer German Club, 7 Barham Road, WESTVILLE 
Feature:-

A visit to the Sugar Tramways of Natal with Charlie Lewis.  This promises to be the highlight of the year, with veteran South African railway photographer Charlie Lewis personally presenting a selection of his high quality photographs depicting rail operations on the sugar estates of Natal during the 1960’s and 1970’s.  This is definitely one not to be missed!!
       Kindly note that, at Charlie’s request, there will be a voluntary collection of donations towards railway preservation made at the meeting.  This is not compulsory and the Society will cover any shortfall in order to ensure that Charlie’s appeal is appropriately rewarded – please don’t let this keep you away from the event.
    Directions to the venue:  (i) Make your way onto the old M13 Durban – Pinetown highway; (ii) Take glide-off no. 7 (Essex Terrace/University Road/Westwood Mall); (iii) Follow Essex Terrace for three blocks, passing Coventry and Konigkramer Roads; (iv) turn left into Barham Road; (v)  Musketeer German Club is approximately the third turnoff to the left – it is clearly signposted.  The German Club has meals and liquid refreshments on sale.
Next Month’s Programme:-
Wednesday, 16 May 2012:-   Programme still to be confirmed.
Umgeni Steam Railway:-



                      (website address:  www.umgenisteamrailway.co.za)
Although train operations remain suspended – probably until the middle of the year – whilst work on Class 19D no. 2685 continues, there is still the option of enjoying breakfast or lunch in dining car no. 209 “Maputo” at Inchanga station.  Breakfast and morning teas are served from 09:00 on Sundays, followed by lunch between 12:00 and 14:00, with funds in aid of USR’s Class 3BR “Maureen” restoration.  For reservations please contact Bev on 083-226 1024 or on-line booking www.bevelart.net.

 

Work-parties take place at Inchanga most weekends – usually on Saturdays.  Coaching – Clem Robins (031-701 6810) projects currently underway include the refurbishment of suburban coach no. 7390;  Locos – Simon Anderson (082-820 9337)  Class 19D 2685 is undergoing major boiler repairs.   For all enquiries about the running of U.S.R. trains, please call Rob Macgregor on 031-303 3003; 082-353 6003 or 087-808 7715.
Railway History Society:-  Combined Library/Museum sessions: 11:00 – 17:00 on Saturdays, 21 April and 19 May 2012 at Inchanga station.  Willing hands are desperately needed at the library and museum, especially in the archive section which seems to grow by the month!  Coffee available at 11 and “bring & braai” at 1pm.  
D.S.M.E.:-   Durban Society of Model Engineers operates miniature live steam trains for the public on the second Sunday of each month at Kellaway Park, Hinton Grove, VIRGINIA.  Contact Alf Farr on 031-564 7066.
P.M.E.S.:-  Pietermaritzburg Model Engineering Society operates miniature live steam trains for the public on the first Sunday of each month at Bisley in PIETERMARITZBURG. Contact Andries Keyser on 082-557 2119.
Appeal for assistance on behalf of RSSA National:-  We are urgently looking for storage space for the Society’s rather extensive collection of back-copies of SA Rail magazine.  Ideally a cool, dry room about the size of a single garage would be needed, preferably in the greater Durban area – but as we are quite desperate, other locations in KZN might be possible!  Please contact me directly if you can assist in any way.
Subscription Renewals:-
Thanks to all those who have responded so quickly to the renewal request – there has been quite a flood and I am still busy processing them, so don’t get too worried if your membership card hasn’t arrived yet!  For those who have not renewed yet, please do so urgently as 2012/13 subs are now due. 
Ashley Peter 
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