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The view from the corner of Government Road and Sixth Avenue looking towards 

the Hill was interrupted by an important-looking clock-tower that emerged 

from The East African Standard which had moved from Mombasa to Nairobi in 

1910. The undeveloped plot beyond it was the one for which Abraham Block had 

pawned his gold watch and chain. 

Farther along still was the Post Office where a varying array of flags indicated the 

movement of mails. At right stood Nairobi House and the recently built Standard 

Bank of South Africa. Looking across Hardinge Street past Standard Bank stood 

the Theatre Royal. Note the continued use of rickshaws as a form of transport in 

those days.
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Since then, Nairobi has grown around its central business district. It takes a 

rectangular shape, around the Uhuru Highway, Haile Selassie Avenue, Moi 

Avenue, and University Way. It features many of Nairobi’s important buildings, 

including the City Hall, Nyayo House, Times Tower, which houses the Kenya 

Revenue Authority; International House which hosts various diplomatic embassies 

and airlines. Most of the skyscrapers in this region are the headquarters of 

businesses and corporations, such as I&M and the Kenyatta International 

Conference Centre. 
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The original railway track proceeded through the city from the Nairobi Railway 

Station through the station workshops turning right just north of Jackson Road 

(Posta Road) behind the old PC’s Office before, as shown above, crossing 6th 

Avenue, which lead up to the Hill, today’s Valley Road. 

In those days, the railway line continued up today’s Loita Street and ran past the 

Norfolk Hotel where, even though there was no official railway station, the train 

actually stopped on request to allow passenger to alight! The decision to re-route 

the railway line was made in 1952 by the Nairobi Municipal Council to reduce 
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traffic jams caused by the volume of vehicle traffic moving to and from the 

Industrial Area and to protect the green belt below the Hill from encroachment 

by the city. Towering over the end of Kenyatta Avenue is the 28-storey National 

Social Security Fund Building which was completed in 1973. The NSSF Building 

was constructed by Mugoya Construction & Engineering Ltd & J.E.D Nyaseme 

& Associates. Initially the Fund operated as a government department under the 

Ministry of Labour but the Fund has been operating under a Board of Trustees 

when the NSSF Act was amended in 1987 to transform it into an autonomous State 

Corporation.
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