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With Her Majesty’s Jubilee Celebrations in full swing this month it seems an appropriate time to reflect on the North British Diamond Jubilee which took place in February 1953. Ironically this was the same year that our Queen’s Coronation took place. The mighty 25NC’s were still rolling off the production line and the Combine and its’ Constituents had already completed more than 27,000 railway locomotives. Her Majesty was just beginning a wonderful reign of more that 70 years and NBL were hoping for many more Orders.
This photo, taken at the Jubilee Dinner in the Flemington Street Boardroom shows a host of assembled dignitaries from Glasgow and around the World including RA Riddles from the Railway Executive, JB Mavor NBL Chairman and Sir William Wallace amongst others. However, despite the sumptuous celebrations, the writing was already on the wall for NBL and who could have foreseen that the firm would be forced into liquidation less than 10 years later.
In the ensuing eight years, North British only received Orders for some 500 locomotives and this could not possibly sustain Springburn’s erecting shops which had capacity for that number each year. This and the warranty costs associated with the new diesel locomotives plunged the company irretrievably into the red - sic transit gloria mundi !
However, as a fitting tribute to the Combine’s engineering prowess, 60 years after the Workshop doors were closed for the last time, more than 700 North British locomotives still survive around the World.
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NEWS FROM AUSTRALIA



                      (photos : Tony & Roni Marsden)
Ashcat Marsden reports that the Australian Winter is now upon them. On the 15th May, he and his wife Roni followed Victorian Railways 4-6-4 No R707 ‘City of Melbourne’ (NB 26997) on a special charter train from Newport to Castlemaine. The trip was to celebrate a 60th wedding anniversary for a couple named Eelco and Liekje. – What a great way to celebrate!!!


Ashcat tells us that Roni took the head on shot at Gisborne and he took the drone shot on the impressive viaduct at Taradale. The viaduct is wrought iron box type built between 1858 & 1862 to cross the Back Creek. It is120 feet [36.5m] high & 890 feet [271m] long. Many thanks Ashcat for these impressive images.
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ARCHIVE SCENES





            
(Photos courtesy NB Loco Co)
We couldn’t let the Jubilee pass without illustrating a few iconic images from the NBL 50th Anniversary Booklet. The publicity department never missed a chance to get their products featured in the press.
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1 Oil burning Ja Class mixed traffic 4-8-2 locomotive No 1287 for New Zealand Railways at the Works.      2 The impressive LMS ‘Royal Scot’ No 6100 of 1927. Sadly, this engine swapped identities with No 6152 ‘King’s Dragoon Guardsman’ for a trip to the USA so the original No 6100 missed out on preservation.
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3 British Railways 16 cylinder Diesel Electric No 10800 fitted with 827bhp Davey Paxman diesel engines.  4 A typical Glasgow Steet scene from the 1950’s with a South African 4E electric en route to the docks.    
 [image: image8.jpg]


 [image: image9.jpg]


 
5 An Indian Government WG Class locomotive on display in George Square in 1951 as part of the Colonial Week Exhibition. 6 Works photo of War Department 2-8-0 No 7029. This was the 25,000th locomotive to be completed by NBL and its’ constituents. The eventual total engines built exceeded 28,000.






         (4)

SOUTHERN BOILERS






              (photos KL Collection)




We have covered the North British boiler contribution to the Southern Railway Bulleid Pacifics but here are a few ‘new’ photos of the engines carrying the surviving boilers. We are very grateful to Jim Arkell for the following information.

To re-cap, NBL built ten Merchant Navy boilers and twelve more for the WC / BoB Class light pacifics. Four of these boilers survive. Three of them are Merchant Navy boilers originally built for the first ten of the class, and the other is the sole survivor of the twelve built for the West Country / Battle of Britain engines.
If you look at photos of rebuilt MN's you can see the ones with NB boilers had a fatter barrel in the middle,
because it was the front ring that was tapered, whereas the others were tapered from the firebox. The NB fitted engines generally had a better reputation because they were quite a bit heavier than the others.
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Just to summarise. The NB MN boilers were different from the SR built boilers, and on the re-built engines you could see it if you know what to look for. The surviving boilers were originally fitted to 21C6/7/8 and are now on 35005/6/11 respectively. The lightweight boiler was originally fitted to 21C164 Fighter Command - the 1,000th engine built at Brighton - and is now on Tangmere. So three of the four have seen service in preservation. Not a bad survival rate.
Our photos show 34067 Tangmere in Sonning Cutting with an up special in September 2005.
35005 ‘Canadian Pacific’ is on home territory at Basingstoke Station in August 2001.
35006 ‘Peninsular & Oriental Lines’ displays her NBL boiler in Toddington yard in March 2018.
And finally, the bulk of 35011 ‘General Steam Navigation’ dominates the scene at Barry Docks in May 1974. 35011 carries the only NBL boiler yet to steam in preservation but work on her restoration continues at the Swindon & Cricklade Railway.
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NEWS IN BRIEF 




                                      (Photo from Wilson Lythgoe)
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A stunning view from Wilson this month shows New Zealand Railways Ja 4-8-2 No 1278 (NB 27107) sitting in the loop at Athenree on the old East Coast Main Trunk Line in May-July 1966. This is a JM Creber photo from the Trevor Cheer collection. Full details of the Ja Class can be found on the following website :
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NZR_JA_class
Whilst in New Zealand, a film based around the lifetime experiences of Ian Welch and what inspired him to gather the largest private collection of mainline steam locomotives in the world is being produced. The title is Mr Mainline Steam and full details can be found on the website : http://www.capitalvideo.co.nz/
And finally, our colour slide show on 24th June at Brockenhurst has been postponed to 29th July as I will be having a minor operation on the original date. Hopefully the shows on 11th October at Pewsey and 17th November at Bourne End will be unaffected. Our own Members & Friends are welcome to attend these shows but I would appreciate prior notice so that the relevant Club Secretaries can be informed. 

If you would like to comment on any of the items in this Newsletter or discuss anything related to North British Locomotives, please email ken.livermore@btinternet.com or phone me on 07990 575 103. Photos and news items for future Newsletters can be emailed to me or posted directly onto our NBL Facebook page at :  https://www.facebook.com/NorthBritishLocomotives
                     Thank you all once again for your continued support, stay safe out there !
                                     More news to follow next month, Best Regards, Ken 
        Newsletter published by the NBL Preservation Group - A Not for Profit Organisation
